
 

Talking Points 
 A newsletter providing information on GEF activities and processes  

 
I. Special August Council 

Session Adopts Resource 
Allocation Framework 

 
The GEF has adopted a major reform program that 
will change the way GEF provides grants to 
developing countries.  The new resource allocation 
framework (RAF) will explicitly link the award of GEF 
resources to a country’s potential to generate global 
environmental benefits as well as its performance, 
including transparency and good governance. The 
reform was approved by the GEF Council at a special 
two-day session on August 31–September 1, 2005.  A 
working document, GEF/C.26/2, Technical Note on 
the GEF RAF, was presented at the meeting. 
 
“This is a milestone in the history of the GEF and will 
have many advantages for poor countries,” said Len 
Good, GEF chairman and CEO.  “Countries will know 
ahead of time the amount of GEF funds they qualify 
for so they can undertake long-term planning and 
coordination of their environmental projects.  At the 
same time, donors can be reassured that GEF funds 
have the maximum leverage because the money will 
be targeted to countries with the strongest policies 
and governance.” 
 
II. Highlights of June Council 

Meeting 
 
The GEF Council Meeting was held June 3–8, 2005, 
in Washington, DC. The meeting agenda and a full 
summary of the meeting are available on the GEF 
website at  
http://thegef.org/Documents/Council_Documents/cou
ncil_documents.html. 
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Among the highlights of the meeting was the 
Council’s decision to further strengthen the program 
for focal points and Council Members. Upon reviewing 
the paper GEF/C.25/9, Elements for Strengthening 
National Focal Points and Enhancing Constituency 
Coordination in GEF Recipient Countries, the Council 
approved a new four-year phase of the assistance 
program for national focal points and Council 
Members. 
 
The GEF Secretariat and the Implementing Agencies 
will collaborate on a proposal to operationalize and 
finance the program.  The proposal will be presented 
to the Council for approval at its meeting in November 
2005.  
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III. National Dialogue News 
 
Mali and FYR Macedonia Host National 
Dialogues 
 
Mali 
 
Mali’s National Dialogue, which took place from May 
17–19, 2005, was organized by the Ministère de 
l’Environnement et de l’Assainissement with support 
provided by UNDP Mali. In addition to the 14 
members of Mali’s National GEF Committee, the 
event was attended by 74 stakeholders representing 
national and local government, civil society, the 
private sector, the donor community and the press. 
More than one quarter of the participants from 
government and civil society represented provincial 
institutions. 

The first half of the dialogue focused on the GEF and 
its eligibility criteria, operational programs and 
strategic priorities; the roles of the GEF focal points; 
Mali’s national environmental strategies; and Mali’s 
existing GEF portfolio. The second half focused on 
identifying national priorities linked to the GEF's 
strategic priorities in the context of Mali’s 
implementation of the desertification, climate change, 
and biodiversity conventions; National Action Plan, 
and NEPAD. 
 
FYR Macedonia 
 
The Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning of 
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia held a 
National Dialogue on June 21-23, 2005.  More than 
40 participants attended, representing national and 
local government, civil society, the private sector, the 
donor community and the press. Two days of multi-
stakeholder dialogue was followed by a field visit to 
two GEF projects in the Lake Preps region. 
 
Following a pre-dialogue workshop, which 
emphasized awareness raising about the GEF, the 
June National Dialogue focused on linking national 
development priorities (with a strong emphasis on EU 
integration) to the Gaff’s strategic priorities, the 
potential role of the private sector, opportunities for 
involving the wider bilateral donor community in the 
GEF process, and opportunities available under the 
Focal Point Support Program. One of the key 
recommendations of the Dialogue was to establish a 
more formal GEF national coordinating committee 
comprised of government and civil society for the 
purpose of sharing information on project design, 
implementation, and impact. 
 
Detailed outcomes of these National Dialogues, 
including recommendation summaries prepared by 
the respective GEF operational focal points, will be 

available on the National Dialogue Initiative’s website 
at www.undp.org/gef/dialogue
 
Stephen Gold, Global Manager, GEF National 
Dialogue Initiative, Stephen.gold@undp.org, provided 
information.  
 
IV. GEF NGO Network News 
 
During the last GEF-NGO Consultation (which was 
held on June 2, 2005), NGOs presented the following 
case studies.  

• Growing Grapes in the Namibian Desert: 
an African Success Story, by Steven 
Grazed, South African Institute of 
International Affairs—SAIIA (South Africa). In 
one of the driest places on the planet, a man 
with a vision and the help of local farmers 
achieved the almost impossible: to grow and 
export grapes. In 2003, 12,000 tonnes were 
produced, for a total of $29 million. 

• Models of Partnerships within the Small 
Grants Programmed in North Africa, by 
Mead Daly, Arab Network for Environment 
and Development—RAED (Egypt). Training 
for solar heaters, recycling of agricultural 
waste in the form of non-conventional animal 
fodder and organic fertilizers, and the 
conservation of Rangeland Biodiversity in 
the El-Okayed Protected Area are some 
examples of the impacts of the Small Grant 
Programmed in North Africa. 

• Restoring Mountain Ecosystems 
through Community Land Management, 
by Elsa Mailed Escobar, Foundation Natural 
(Colombia). This case study presents a plan 
to create the Conservation Corridor in the 
Colombian Andes to restore the soil loss and 
overcome low productivity from overgrazing 
and unsustainable agriculture.  

• Alliances for Conservation: Empowering 
Civil Society in Central America, by Ingrid 
Arias, FUNDAECO (Guatemala). A success 
story of how civil society is contributing to 
biodiversity conservation in the shared 
ecosystem of the Gulf of Honduras through 
communication, coordination, and joint 
projects in Belize, Guatemala, and 
Honduras.  

The complete case studies and contact information 
for each project are available on the GEF website at: 
http://www.thegef.org/Partners/partners-
Nongovernmental_Organ/partners-
nongovernmental_organ.html  
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V. News from the GEF Office of 
Monitoring and Evaluation 

 
Overall performance Study of the GEF 
finds Significant Outcomes in Focal 
Areas 
 
ICF Consulting has now completed the final report for 
the Third Overall Performance Study (OPS3) of the 
Global Environment Facility.  The draft report was 
presented to the GEF Council on June 3, 2005 for 
review and comments, which have been incorporated 
into the final version.   
 
Among the major findings and recommendations: 
 

• Focal Area Results.  The GEF has 
achieved significant results, particularly at 
the outcome level, in the biodiversity, climate 
change, international waters, and ozone 
depletion focal areas.  The GEF is also well 
placed to deliver important results in the 
newer focal areas: land degradation and 
persistent organic pollutants.   

• Strategic Programming for Results at the 
Focal Area Level.   OPS3 observed good 
progress in Gaff’s attempt to shift from an 
approval focus to a results and quality 
orientation.  However, a results focus and 
results management could be strengthened 
by clarifying and improving the coherence of 
strategic direction in each of the focal areas 
in order to improve programming and 
meaningfully track results. 

• Strategic Programming for Results at the 
Country Level.  OPS3 recommended that 
the GEF adopt a programmatic approach 
that targets cross-focal area synergies, 
prioritizes country projects, explicitly 
considers global environmental benefits, and 
sharpens the focus on sustainability and 
catalytic effects.  In addition, OPS3 
recommends that the GEF incorporate 
resource allocation framework concepts in 
ranking projects at the country level and 
tracking the sustainability and catalytic 
effects of GEF activities. 

• Responsiveness to Conventions. OPS3 
found that the GEF has been responsive to 
guidance from the conventions it serves. 
OPS3 recommended that communications 
between the GEF and the Conventions be 
strengthened. 

 

• Information Management within the GEF 
Network.  The GEF systems for information 
management—which encompass knowledge 
management, management information 
systems and infrastructure—are inadequate 
and should be improved. 

• Network Responsibilities and 
Administration.  OPS3 recommends that 
the GEF Secretariat’s role as the network 
administrative office be strengthened; that 
the roles and responsibilities for all GEF 
partners, especially Implementing Agencies, 
Executing Agencies, and the Scientific and 
Technical Advisory Panel be clarified; that 
the GEF foster monitoring and evaluation at 
all levels; and that a private sector initiative 
be launched. 

• Small Grants Programmed.  The SGP is 
well-received by recipient countries and 
increases the visibility of the GEF.  OPS3 
recommended that the program's funding 
allocation be increased. 

The replenishment process will incorporate the 
findings and recommendations from OPS3 into the 
negotiations and agreements for the implementation 
of GEF-4.  The final report will be available on the 
GEF website.  Subsequently, the report will be 
translated into Spanish, French, Arabic, Chinese, and 
Russian and formally published by the end of 2005. 

 
VI. News from the Implementing 

Agencies 
 
UNDP 

Conserving Globally Threatened Species in the 
Rainforests of Southwest Sri Lanka  

Sri Lanka’s natural vegetation is forest.  Over the 
years, as a result of population pressure and the 
development of plantations and domestic agriculture, 
much of the forest was cleared.   

Designated a World Heritage site in 1988, Sri Lanka’s 
Sinharaja Forest Reserve is the country’s last viable 
tract of primary tropical rainforest.  A large percentage 
of the reserve’s trees, birds, butterflies, mammals, 
insects, reptiles, and amphibians are found nowhere 
else. Protecting the Sinharaja’s biodiversity, along 
with that of the Kanneliya-Dediagala-Nakiyadeniya 
Complex, a proposed biosphere reserve, is the focus 
of an ongoing GEF project, which is being 
implemented by UNDP. The project seeks to involve 
communities living in buffer zone areas by 
strengthening the capacity of civil society 
organizations in the region.  Community participation 
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in forest conservation is encouraged through newly 
established community-based organizations in 
villages.  These organizations have improved 
communication between the local communities and 
those in charge of the project. 
 
Most of the community-based organizations active 
within the project sites co-manage the project with 
their government counterparts and have been 
responsible for raising awareness, generating 
publicity, and changing local attitudes towards 
conservation.  The introduction of alternative income-
generating activities has minimized the communities’ 
dependency on forest resources.  In four villages, the 
average annual income has increased by 30 percent 
since the project began.  And the forests are now 
protected through vigilance committees formed in 
each village in the buffer zone.  Community-based 
organizations assist forest officers in curbing 
encroachment into the forest and illegal logging, 
which has been reduced by 75 per cent since the 
project began. Through a micro-credit component of 
the project, women have received support for to start 
up various enterprises. 
 
Biomass Users Network of Central America 
 
Ten years ago, the Biomass Users Network of Central 
America was established with a $25,000 grant from 
the GEF Small Grants Programme in Costa Rica. 
Today, the network is a large international 
organization operating in seven Central American 
countries and administering multi-million dollar 
projects. Its goal is to build biomass programs that 
catalyze rural development, as well as preserve 
natural resources and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.  

The first project of the Biomass Users Network of 
Costa Rica (the NGO’s original name) was to 
implement small-scale biomass management efforts 
and to strengthen its own capacity to scale-up these 
experiences. This initial project yielded a variety of 
benefits, including the regeneration of eroded soils, 
reduced firewood use through improved stoves and 
better planning, women’s participation in natural 
resource management and less pesticide use.  
 
Subsequently, several international donors, appointed 
the network as the implementing agency for their 
projects. The organization gradually began to 
undertake project development in other Central 
American countries as well. 
 
In 1999, the network received a $750,000 medium-
sized GEF grant through UNDP for a project to 
strengthening capacity for renewable energy in 
Central America. The project undertakes capacity-
building by setting up small-scale renewable energy 
projects in rural areas and works towards integrating 
environmental protection into energy policies 
throughout Central America. To reflect its new 

regional focus on sustainable agriculture, energy 
efficiency, and renewable energy, the network 
changed its name to the Biomass Users Network of 
Central America.  It is now a major player in 
agriculture and renewable energy in the region. 
 
For more information: http://www.undp.org/gef/undp-
gef_publications/publications/civilsociety_english.pdf  
 
Global Mercury Project Enters its Second Phase 
 
In March 2005, the GEF Global Mercury Project 
(GMP) entered the second phase of its work, after 
research conducted by the project’s executing 
agency, UNIDO, revealed exceedingly high mercury 
levels among gold miners and widespread mercury 
pollution in mining communities.   
 
The GMP currently has six pilot projects in Indonesia, 
Laos, Zimbabwe, Sudan, Tanzania, and Brazil.  The 
project’s implementation phase has three objectives:  
to respond to immediate public health crises in places 
where mercury poisoning is at or near catastrophic 
levels; to introduce affordable and simple 
technological solutions that help miners capture more 
gold and reduce mercury pollution; and to raise the 
profile of the issue within countries and around the 
world through targeted awareness campaigns and 
working with the media.      
 
For more information, please, contact the Project 
Manager, Marcello Viega:viega@mining.ubc.ca 
 
Support for Pacific Islands Oceanic Fisheries 
Continues 
 
The GEF has supported Pacific island countries 
through the Pacific Small Island Developing States 
International Waters Strategic Action Programme. 
This support continues with the second phase of 
assistance, which helps Pacific SIDS implement the 
Convention on the Conservation and Management of 
Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and 
Central Pacific Ocean.  
 
The GEF project will be implemented by UNDP and 
executed by the South Pacific Forum Fisheries 
Agency (FFA). The project focuses on: 
 

• Helping Pacific island members of FFA to 
reform, restructure, realign and strengthen 
their national laws, policies, institutions, and 
programs. 

 
• Supporting stock assessment and scientific 

monitoring work, which will contribute to a 
platform of knowledge about the status of 
regional stocks and the impact of fishing. 
This work will also support initial phases of 
ecosystem analysis to characterize the 
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Western Tropical Pacific Large Marine 
Ecosystem. 

 
For more information on the program, please, contact 
Barbara Hanchard, FFA Executive Officer/PDF B 
Project Coordinator, Pacific Islands OFM Project, 
barbara.hanchard@ffa.int.  
 
UNDP and GEF Promote Productive Uses of 
Renewable Energy 
 
The GEF supports renewable energy projects that 
generate "productive uses.” Examples are wind 
powered water pumping, solar lighting in schools, and 
biogas-based cooling of vaccines and drinks in 
schools. Such uses enable the users of the renewable 
energy systems to improve their economic situation 
and earn additional income. Particularly in rural 
settings, this helps local economies and improves 
livelihoods in an environmentally, socially, and 
economically sustainable manner. 
 
A recent UNDP/GEF workshop in Bangkok, Thailand, 
facilitated the exchange of experiences and best 
practices about productive use projects by the World 
Bank, GTZ, UNESCAP, and other agencies. 
Workshop participants discussed income generating 
opportunities from employing renewable energies, 
and the challenge of scaling up successful projects.   
UNDP, which also presented its Regional Energy 
Programme for Poverty Reduction that was just 
launched in Bangkok, will—with support from the 
GEF—keep working towards this goal. UNDP/GEF is 
also in the process of developing a programming tool 
kit for productive uses, as well as further knowledge 
management activities.   
 
For more information: 
http://www.martinot.info/productive_uses.htm. The 
documents from this workshop can be found at 
http://www.serd.ait.ac.th/ep/epkas/. 
 
UNEP 

Addressing Land-Based Activities in the 
Western Indian Ocean 

A GEF project, implemented by UNEP, is addressing 
the degradation of the marine and coastal 
environment resulting from land-based activities in the 
Western Indian Ocean region. The region is rich in 
wildlife with important mangrove forests, seagrass 
beds, lagoons, and coral reefs. Some 30 million 
people are thought to depend upon the area’s marine 
and coastal resources for food and livelihoods. 
However, these resources are suffering from 
unplanned urbanization, discharges of untreated 
sewage, physical alteration and habitat destruction, 
destructive fishing practices and overexploitation. The 

project will strengthen institutions, laws and 
regulation; expand regional and national cooperation; 
and help countries develop strategies and regional 
and national action plans addressing such issues.  
 
The project represents a partnership among eight 
countries of the region (Kenya, Tanzania, 
Mozambique, South Africa, Madagascar, the 
Comoros, Mauritius and Seychelles), the Norwegian 
government, UNEP, and the GEF, and will serve as a 
demonstration project for the Global Programme of 
Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment 
from Land-based Activities.  
 
For more information, please, contact the Project 
Manager Peter Scheren: Peter.Scheren@unep.org. 
 
Private Company Launches New UNEP/GEF 
Project to Promote Renewable Energy 
 
In June, 2005, the GEF launched a new project that is 
developed, supported, and executed by a private 
company: Energy for Sustainable Development Africa 
(ESDA).  The company has a 15-year track record of 
working in the energy sector in Africa, with particular 
emphasis on renewable energy, rural and household 
energy, and energy efficiency. It builds sustainable 
energy infrastructure by providing technical, policy, 
training, and management services. 

The project, which will run for two years, involves 
Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Eritrea and Ethiopia.  It 
aims to show how properly developed linkages 
between companies, consumers and communities 
can result in self-perpetuating markets for solar 
technology. With a well-established market in solar 
technology, Kenya will serve as a model for the other 
countries. In selected districts of these countries, the 
project will strengthen the private sector’s ability to 
supply small photo-voltaic systems to commercial 
markets. It will build linkages between consumers and 
institutions, on the one hand, and suppliers and 
installers of photovoltaic (PV) systems, on the other. 
The project will also build awareness of the existing 
market for small PV systems and, through promotion 
and training activities, help stakeholders to develop 
sustainable commercial supply chains. 
 
For more information, please, contact Peerke de 
Bakker at UNEP/GEF: Peerke.Bakker@unep.org; or 
visit www.esda.co.ke 
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VII. News from GEF Small Grants 

Programme 
 
Global Workshop, Istanbul, Turkey 
 
Over 120 participants attended the Small Grants 
Programme's (SGP) fifth global workshop in Istanbul, 
Turkey from June 20–26, 2005. The workshop 
covered such topics as demonstrating impact; 
enhancing opportunities for linkages with all GEF 
Implementing Agencies and implementing effective 
knowledge management. Participants included SGP 
National Coordinators, representing the 84 countries; 
selected program assistants and NSC members from 
the different regions; UNDP Resident Representatives 
from each region; representatives from the World 
Bank, UNEP, GEF Secretariat, UNOPS, and the SGP 
Central Programme Management Team.  One of the 
keynote speakers was Kemal Dervis, UNDP 
Administrator, who welcomed SGP to Turkey, and 
thanked SGP for inviting him to address the workshop 
in his first official role as UNDP Administrator. 
 
VIII. Good Practice Notes  
 

GEF National Coordination-Lessons 
Learned from Country Case Studies to 
be Published  

The GEF National Dialogue Initiative is currently 
undertaking a study on GEF coordination in Bolivia, 
China, Columbia, Poland, and Uganda. The study will 
examine multiple stakeholder decision making 
processes at the national level relevant to global 
environmental issues and the GEF. It responds to 
numerous requests from GEF Operational Focal 
Points (OFPs) and other Country Dialogue Workshop 
and National Dialogue participants to provide practical 
examples of how countries have developed and 
employed GEF national coordination mechanisms to 
facilitate cross-cutting linkages and mainstream GEF 
into national development plans. The study will be 
published and made available on the Initiative’s 
website in October 2005. 
 
For more information, please, contact Stephen Gold, 
Global Manager, GEF National Dialogue Initiative, 
Stephen.gold@undp.org. 

 
IX. Other News 
 
GEF Participates in Meetings on Mid-
Term Review of the Brussels Programme 
of Action for Least Developed Countries  
 
The GEF participated in a planning meeting on July 
15, 2005, organized by the UN Office of the High 
Representative for Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs), Landlocked Countries and SIDS to discuss 
the mid-term review of the Brussels Programme of 
Action for Least Developed Countries.  
 
The mid-term review will be based on special national 
reports to be provided by all Least Developed 
Countries by February 2006.   The GEF is currently 
funding seven national reports, which are being 
developed in the context of key international 
environmental conventions and agreements, such as 
climate change, biodiversity, land degradation, 
capacity building, and biosafety.  
 
July Intersessional Work Program 
Submitted for Council Approval 
 
The July Intersessional work program consists of 22 
new full-sized project (FSP) proposals with a GEF 
allocation of $132.7 million, which includes $7.4 
million for Project Development Facility block B (PDF-
B) grants previously approved by the CEO and $98 
thousand for Project Development Facility block A 
(PDF-A) grants approved by the agencies. 
 
For more information: 
www.thegef.org/Documents/Work_Programs/WPJuly
2005.html. 
 
Pipeline Management Information 
 
The GEF Secretariat has initiated a new service to 
inform member countries of the status of their projects 
through GEF Operational Focal Points.  In this way, 
focal points and other key personnel working on GEF 
projects can be kept informed and follow up with the 
Implementing Agencies on implementation issues and 
with the GEF Secretariat on policy issues. 
 
For more information: 
thegef.org/Projects/Pipeline/pipeline.html 
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GEF, the World Bank and the 
Government of Mexico to host 
International Forum on Renewable 
Energy Policies 
 
The GEF, the World Bank and the Government 
of Mexico will host a Forum in Mexico, from 
January 25-27, 2006 to discuss the development 
of on-grid renewable energy policies.  This 
forum will bring interested focal points and 
stakeholders from developing and donor 
countries together to exchange lessons learned 
and experiences in the implementation of non-
grid renewable energy projects and to learn 
about best practices for facilitating large-scale 
renewable investments.   
 
Please contact Xiaodong Wang at the World 
Bank:xwang1@worldbank.org or Christine 
Woerlen at the GEF Secretariat: 
Cwoerlen@thegef.org, for more information. 
 
Ahmed Djoghlaf to Head Biodiversity 
Convention 
 
Ahmed Djoghlaf, Assistant Executive Director of 
UNEP and Director of UNEP’s Division of GEF 
Coordination, has been appointed Executive 
Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD), headquartered in Montreal, Canada. 
 
Ahmed has been at the helm of UNEP/GEF since 
1996, playing a key role in raising UNEP’s position 
and activities within the GEF.  He has made a 
valuable contribution to the GEF as a whole. 
 
The GEF Secretariat would like to congratulate 
Ahmed and wish him success in his new position.  
 
GEF Secretariat Welcomes New Staff 
Members 
 
Three new staff members have joined the GEF 
Secretariat. Their biographical information follows:   
 
Peter Koefoed Bjornsen, Sr. Policy Officer 
 
Peter Koefoed Bjornsen has 18 years experience in 
environmental research, research management, and 
international development cooperation. Prior to joining 
the GEF Secretariat, he worked as Deputy Director 
General of the National Environmental Research 
Institute (NERI) of Denmark.  
 
From 1993–95, he worked as Environment Counselor 
at the Danish Embassy in Cairo where he also served 
as Chairman of the donor coordination group in the 

field of environment. From 1987–88, he was an 
Associate Expert with the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission affiliated with UNESCO 
in Paris. He has also worked as a consultant on 
development cooperation projects in several countries 
in Asia and Africa, focusing on capacity building and 
environmental information. 
Peter earned a Ph.D. in Aquatic Ecology from 
University of Copenhagen in 1987. Until 1997, he was 
Assistant Professor and later Associate Professor at 
the University of Copenhagen.  
 
Jozef Johannes Lubbers, Sr. Environmental 
Specialist 
 
Jos Lubbers is seconded to the GEF Secretariat by 
the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs. His career 
with the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs started in 
1990 when he joined the Personnel Department as a 
recruitment and policy officer for international 
cooperation programs. In 1997, Jos was transferred 
to the Department of Environment and Development 
as a senior policy and program advisor. Since COP-4 
of the UNCCD in 2000, Jos has been the Netherlands 
focal point for desertification. He participated in the 
international negotiations and worked on Netherlands 
civil society participation in UNCCD matters and on 
promoting the involvement of the scientific 
community. 
 
Jos holds a Masters in Biology and Bachelors in 
Geography from the Free University of Amsterdam. 
 
Chikara Nishida, Program Officer, Climate 
Change  
 
Chikara Nishida is a citizen of Japan and holds a 
Masters degree in International Law from Kyoto 
University, Japan. Prior to joining the GEF, he worked 
at the Ministry of Environment, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and the Prime Minister’s Secretariat of Japan 
since 1987. As a government officer, his experience 
covered urban and environmental policy-making, 
including coordination of policy related to international 
conventions such as UNFCCC and UNCCD. Just 
before coming to the GEF, he was a Deputy Director 
of the Environmental Evaluation Division of the 
Environment Minister’s Secretariat. 
 
X. New GEF Publications 
 
Achieving the Millennium Development 
Goals: A GEF Progress Report 
 
[Available online] 
 
This report focuses on some of the GEF’s many 
contributions to all eight critical Millennium 
Development Goals, achieved by mobilizing 
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international cooperation to protect the global 
environment in ways that promote sustainable 
development and create opportunities for the world’s 
poor. 
 
GEF Global Support for Wilderness 
Areas (Map, Folder, and Fact Sheets) 
 
[Available online] 
 
Released to coincide with the World Wilderness 
Congress in Anchorage, Alaska, in September–
October 2005, this series addresses GEF’s support 
for wilderness areas with high biological diversity. The 
fact sheets, which include a list of GEF wilderness 
projects, highlight GEF involvement in wilderness 
ecosystem protection, and emphasize GEF’s 
commitment to both protected areas and the broader 
landscape. 
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XI Focal Point Update 
 

New GEF Council Members, Alternates and Focal Points 
June 2005-August 2005 

 
Council Members 

Name Country Category Date of Nomination 

Ms. Claudia Grayeb Bayata Mexico Council Member 
Political Focal Point 

06/01/2005 

Ms. Manuela Jost Switzerland Council Member 06/14/2005 
Mr. Fernando Lugris Uruguay Council Member 08/12/2005 
His Excellency Seyed Mojtaba 
Arastou 

Iran Council Member 
Political Focal Point 
Operational Focal Point 

08/17/2005 

Mr. Takashi Miyahara Japan Council Member 08/22/2005 
Mr. Shuja Shah Pakistan Council Member 08/23/2005 
 

Alternate Members 
Name Country Category Date of Nomination 

Mr. Shuichi Takano Japan Alternate Member 07/27/2005 

Ms. Tina Guthrie Canada Alternate Member 08/03/2005 

Mr. Adolfo Rosellini Argentina Alternate Member 08/12/2005 

 
Operational Focal Points 

Name Country Category Date of Nomination 
Ms. Maria Pilar Hernandez Venezuela Operational Focal Point 06/14/2005 
His Excellency Claude Morel Seychelles Operational Focal Point 06/14/2005 
Ms. Pamela B Yako South Africa Operational Focal Point 06/22/2005 
Ms. Suzanne Uwimana Rwanda Operational Focal Point 07/11/2005 
Mr. Sonam Wangechuk Bhutan Operational Focal Point 08/23/2005 
 

Political Focal Points 
Name Country Category Date of Nomination 

His Excellency Ali Rodriguez 
Araque 

Venezuela Political Focal Point 06/14/2005 

Dra. Rossana Rubiños Uruguay Political Focal Point 06/14/2005 
Dr. Carmen Larrea Chiriboga Ecuador Political Focal Point 07/13/2005 
Mr. Rajeev P. Singh India Political Focal Point 07/21/2005 
Mr. Carlos Ximenes Leste Timor Political Focal Point 08/04/2005 
Mr. Andri Hadi Indonesia Political Focal Point 08/30/2005 
Dr. Abdul Hakim Elwaer Libya Political Focal Point 

Operational Focal Point 
07/11/2005 
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