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Minutes of Meeting of Public Consultation 

Durrës 30.01.2008 

 
Project:  Porto Romano Hot Spot Remediation and Clean-up Project. 

 

Object:                    Second Public Consultation  

 

Date and Place:     30/01/2008, Hotel Arvi, Durrës 

 

Time:  11.00 – 14.00 

 

 

Kept by:               Shpresa Mezini 

 

Participants:  Giusepe Filauro, ERM 

  Romeo Eftimi, ERM (local staff) 

                                Ndriçim Shani, SWS 

   

  Alkida Prodani, Implementation Team, Coordinator, MEFWA 

  Ornela Dume, Implementation Team, Technical Expert, MEFWA 

                              Daniela Godo, MEFWA 

                                Gavrosh Zela, MEFWA 

                                Shpresa Mezini, MEFWA 

                                Narin Panariti, MEFWA 

                                Arbina Haxhirexha, MEFWA 

                                Artan Tafa, EIA Directorate, MEFWA 

                                Merita Rumano, EIA Directorate, MEFWA 

  

  Jamarber Malltezi, ICZMP, Project Coordinator, MPWTT 

                               Liljana Manushi, MPWTT 

                                Vladimir Bezhani, MPWTT 

                                 

  Agim Shtama, REA, Durrës 

                                Albert Bidashi, REA, Durrës 

                               

  Sweder van Voorst tot Voorst, Dutch Ambassador  

   

  Ana Gjokutaj, World Bank 

                                Carl von Essen, World Bank 

                                Katelijn van den Berg, World Bank 

                               

  Klodjan Pajuni, Head of the District of Durrës 

                                Besnik Kertusha, Director, Municipality of Durrës 

  Ina Xhokoni, Municipality of Durrës 
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                                Jani Tati, Prefecture of Durrës 

                                 

  Diana Bardhi, District of Durrës 

                                Laureta Myshketa, District Council, Durrës 

  Mikel Papakostandin, Port Authority, Durrës 

                                Dorjana Lazi, ALUIZN, Durrës 

                                Andi Lila, ALUIZN, Durrës 

  Mereme Dervishi, Regional Directorate of Agriculture, Durrës 

   

  Edlira Rexha, Women’s Social Centre 

                                Tatjana Veseli, Women’s Association 

                                Tone Niklekaj, Women’s Association 

                                Dallëndyshe Kullolli, Women’s Association 

  Bardha Nezha, Women’s Association 

                                Behar Musabelliu, Doctor in Porto Romano 

                                Ahmet Braka, Secondary School of Porto Romano 

                                Rajmonda Bejo, “Shpresa” Centre 

                                Armela Bejko, Association “Green Globe” 

                                Fali Ndreka, Association “Nature for Man” 

                                Bajana Ceveli, Association of Women with Social Issues 

                                 

  Hike Daçi, Inhabitant, Porto Romano 

                                Aishe Shpata, Inhabitant, Porto Romano 

                                Astrite Bala, Inhabitant, Porto Romano 

  Driza Xhafa, Inhabitant, Porto Romano 

                                Theofan Haxhi, Inhabitant, Porto Romano 

                                Flora Gjoka, Inhabitant, Porto Romano  

  

  Adela Halo, Interpreter 

   

                           

The Opening of the Meeting 

 

This meeting was organised in Durrës by the Office of the Porto Romano Project with 

participants from various institutions such as the Ministry of the Environment, Forestry and 

Water Administration (MEFWA), representatives of the Municipality of Durrës, representatives 

of the District of Durrës, the Institute of Public Health (IPH), the Directorate of Agriculture, Food 

and Consumer Protection, Durrës, the Association of Women with Social Issues, other 

associations as well as inhabitants of Porto Romano.  

  

The opening word was delivered by Mrs. Alkida PRODANI, thanking and welcoming all 

participants. The word was then given to Mr. Agim SHTAMA, Head of REA-Durrës, who briefly 

summarised the project, emphasising its positive effects, and thanked the participants for their 

presence and certain actors for their contributions to the project. Mr. Shtama then gave the floor 

to Mr. Guisepe Filauro, Head of Team contracted for this stage of the project.     

Mr. Filauro began his word by highlighting the importance of this project and the state of affairs 

at the moment, as well as the objectives of this meeting, emphasising as the most important one is 
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the public consultation process within the framework of the environmental impact assessment 

which is shown in the actual presentation. 

 

Presentation of objectives and scope of Public Consultation 

 

The presentation was opened by stressing the importance of the consultation process. It is divided 

into two phases. The first phase was carried out on February 15, 2007, while the second one is the 

present meeting.  

 

The scope of this meeting is the presentation of the results that came out of the investigation 

programme and the overall goal of the project is to reduce the health risks that emerge as 

consequence of previous pesticide discharges. To meet this goal, the extent and exact location of 

the polluted area should be identified. Therefore, investigations have been performed in the area. 

Listing what was mentioned above, the process could be characterised in: 

 

• Identification of project’s activities, objectives; 

• Presentation of project’s progress and expected results; 

• Re-evaluation of public’s preoccupation and perception on the environment;  

• Gaining parties support for the project, which is in the concluding phase;  

• Securing support over the future of Porto Romano Hot Spot. 

• Data collection; 

• Risk Assessment; 

• Preparation of rehabilitation activities;  and lastly  

• Environmental Impact Assessment. 

 

All these characterisations have already been carried out, providing a clearer and evident picture. 

After the comments the public and the relevant authorities will give, the detailed design will be 

prepared.  

 

Following the presentation, an important part is to present the characteristics of the site where the 

project is to be implemented: 

 

(i) accurate site description; (ii) locations of investigation areas; (iii) a general presentation of 

performed investigations, where there have been taken 368 soil, groundwater, air samples, and 

(iv)  over 5000 laboratory analysis.  

 

This investigation confirmed the presence o Lindane in soil, water and air, in all sites. It was 

important to identify the exact points and extent of Lindane. 

Another important conclusion was that the bentonite wall constructed in Hot-Spot 2 (Lindane 

Factory) is not isolative and this fact should be taken in consideration in the final design.  

 

Risk assessment considers the effects of groundwater contamination and the concentration of 

pollutants is calculated to show whether they are within the allowed parameters. The groundwater 

is not suitable to be consumed for domestic purposes. But, what are the expected rehabilitation 

activities?  
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The contaminated soil will be removed and transported to Hot-Spot 2 (Lindane Site) and will be 

put in a safe structure, isolated from above and below, in order to prevent the pollutants to 

contaminate the groundwater and avoid direct contact with people and animals. 

 

It is planned to excavate around 50,000 m³. In case pesticides are found during the excavation, 

they will be repacked and managed away from Porto Romano site. After these procedures, the 

site will be covered with clean soil and greened. Most of Lindane site will be occupied by the 

encapsulation, whose low layer will be clay. The contaminated soil will be put over the clay layer 

and then clean soil will be put on top. Afterwards, it will be planted with grass. There will be a 

drainage system for the waters, which will be treated outside the site. Respiration pipes will come 

out of the encapsulation to allow the airing of encapsulated materials. The picture will be 

completely different, from a degraded zone, in a clean one, which will remain such for many 

years. 
 

 

Another very important point in this presentation is the risk assessment; of the rehabilitation 

activities and its sequences. Very important points in this presentation were the presentation of 

the landfill, project and the structure to be constructed.  

 

Mr. Filauro, during his floor, presented many pictures taken in the studied areas, which were 

stuck around the walls of the hall, where the meeting took place. He followed the presentation, 

stating that the Environmental Impact Assessment process is carried out in compliance with the 

rules of the Government of Albania and World Bank, covering: 

 

- Air; 

- Soil; 

- Ground/ surface waters; 

- Noises;  

- Sensitive zones; 

- Landscape; 

- Health; and 

- Socio-economic impacts. 

 

The attention was focused on the construction activities, while the encapsulation will be 

underway. The presentation of the EIA table contained all components evaluated by their impact 

on the area. Another important table was the one with the mitigation measures. A very important 

point raised during the meeting was that the rehabilitation works will last short, but the process 

will last for a long time.  

 

Closing his presentation with respect to the conclusion, Mr. Filauro listed the rehabilitation 

process as highly important, which has and will have positive effects, as the contaminated soils 

will be removed until accepted levels are reached for using the site as industrial zone. There are 

differences in the land use, for example, Bishti Palles site is thought to be used as inhabited area, 

while sites 1 and 2 as industrial areas. The quality of groundwater will improve, because the soil, 

which contaminates the waters today will be removed. However, the waters will need a long time 

to regain the previous state. The only way to avoid this risk is not to use them at all.  

 

After Mr. Filauro’s presentation, questions and discussions took place.  
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Questions and Discussions 

 

Mr. Sweder van Voorst tot Voorst, Ambassador of the Royal Kingdom of Netherlands took the 

floor, saying that the Dutch taxpayers have invested considerable amounts of money in Albania, 

and together with other interested actors have developed several programmes and one of them 

included the removal of pesticides from Bishti I Palles. Mr. Ambassador continued his word by 

thanking Mr. Filauro for the presentation of the project, and at the same time made some 

comments and questions: 

 

 

� I have visited the site many times since 2004 and I have seen the problems the inhabitants 

are facing. I have noticed that recently there are still people living in Hot-spot 2. In this 

site, four families were resettled, while one family remained there. It is a bit difficult to 

think that Albanian authorities have not found a solution for the fifth family. I am 

interested to know, what is the plan for the land use in these areas according to the local 

government? 

� I noticed during the presentation that the bentonite wall does not have mechanical 

integrity; then what solution do you offer for the functioning of the wall? 

� The next question concerns the sewages that will be collected in this area. What do 

government authorities think to do with them?  

 

Mr. Filauro answered that the solution to the lack of integrity of the bentonite wall is the 

construction of the impermeable layer. If the wall would have had integrity, it would have been 

used to construct the encapsulation. The only technical solution is the construction of a new 

clayey container below and at the sides. The project does not consider this wall as part of the 

project, because if this wall would have been appropriate, this clayey layer would be avoided. 

 

With respect to the question concerning the sewages, Mr. Filauro explained that there are two 

types of waters that will be discharged from the site. There will be the water that flows over the 

encapsulation and by its sides, which will be clean water, not contaminated one. The project 

foresees a new drainage system. A concerning problem for the area is the flood therefore a 

special attention is given to the drainage problem, in order to avoid future risks. 

 

The other waters will flow from within, which even though in small quantities, they will still find 

a way out, because no system is perfect. 

This water will be collected from the pipes and transported to 4 storage basins, which have a 

sufficient volume, up to six months of drainage. Then, they will be discharged and treated. The 

plan foresees a temporary unit for the treatment of these waters before being discharged into the 

main collector. The Municipality of Durres will construct a water treatment system in the right 

time. However, we have to take into account that the water volumes to be treated will be small.     

 

The floor went to Ms. Bajana CEVELi, representative of Women Association with Social 

Problems. She began by thanking the representatives of the project and particularly the coming of 

the company in this area, as well as the donors.  

 

Her questions were focused: 
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� Will there be the possibility within the budget to install warning signs, because it is 

known that the site is very problematic and the contaminated materials that will be 

transported might be used by the populace and children. Has the project foreseen any 

awareness for this populace?  

� The fifth family that lives there is very poor and the members are facing health problems. 

This family should definitely come out of that situation.  

� Regarding the hillside, there are no trees at all. Can it be planted in the future with trees, 

to block the spread of lindane smell?  

 

Mr. Filauro said that he will reply only those questions foreseen in his project. Regarding the 

installation of warning signs, he said that there two types of signs to be installed around the 

encapsulation area, because it is very necessary. 

 

There will be continuous awareness for the presence of the encapsulation in that spot. With 

respect to the risks related to the traffic during the transportation of 50000 m³ of materials, there 

will be an increase in the traffic and that is a special part of the project, which requires full 

compliance with traffic rules. The company will be obliged to comply with the traffic rules and 

there will be a continuous monitoring of these rules. Regarding the security of contaminated 

material, the area where it will be dumped will be fenced and guarded. When the encapsulation 

will be completed, the fence will be removed. There will be no danger of uncontrolled access in 

this zone. The residues remaining from the demolition of the buildings will be encapsulated , 

while the rest will be used to construct roads.  

 

As for the fifth family and planting of the hill, I cannot respond because they are not part of the 

project I am managing.  

 

Then the floor went to Mr. Besnik Kurtusha, Director of Housing Service in the Municipality of 

Durres. He began by thanking the World Bank, Embassy of the Kingdom of Netherlands, as well 

as the Albanian Government for enabling the implementation of this project in such a 

problematic zone, which will also serve as a precious experience for other zones of the city. He 

continued saying that the problem of the fifth family is in its finish. He explained that the 

Municipal Council has taken the decision already and the family was also contacted to show even 

the house, but suddenly the family has avoid contacts because of an informal promise given to 

them. Today, we have contacted the family to offer them a better opportunity. The Municipality 

of Durres has offered a house of 54 square meters that is worth 22,000 USD, but its economic 

situation cannot afford this. He went on that the deadline for moving out of that site is 15 

February 2008.  

 

The floor was passed to Ms. Van den Berg, who added that it has been discussed a lot about the 

resettlement of Tufa family, which should be relocated before the start of the works. She said that 

the apartment approved by the Municipality is occupied, therefore the World Bank asks for an 

acceptable solution, as a condition for the project implementation. She also explained that there 

has been signed a framework agreement and without the WB approval nothing can be done. She 

said that Tufa family lives in difficult economic conditions and that the house offered by the 

municipality is completely empty. We are therefore waiting a quick solution from the 

Municipality of Durres.  
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The floor was then passed to the representative of the association “Nature and People”, who 

thanked all actors involved in this project and emphasised the help they have given for raising 

inhabitants’ awareness.  

 

He asked these questions: 

 

� I do not know to what extent the soil and waters will be removed and treated? 

� What is the time for the waters treatment? 

� Will there be other investigations after planting the soil? 

 

Mr. Filauro says that the depth of excavation depends on one point, and the others on half up 

3.5m, according to a very detailed plan. There is a detailed picture that shows areas with deep 

excavations for each zone. The total volume of the excavated soil is 40, 000 m³ and other 10, 000 

m³ consist of debris from demolished buildings.  

 

With respect to the second question, the drainage system will be laid simultaneously with the 

clayey layer. Meanwhile the time for water treatment is every 3-6 months. 

 

With respect to the third question Mr. Filauro said that this is a right question and there of course 

will be other investigations after planting the soil. 

 

Mr. Malltezi, ICZMP Coordinator took the floor to make a summarised clarification in relation to 

solution of the problem of the fifth family, stressing that it is a condition from the WB. He went 

on saying that this is a problem that is now being solved by the Albanian authorities.  

 

Mr. Malltezi addressed also a question to the Consultant, saying that he had received an 

information from the Porto Romano Implementation Team Coordinator, that there are some 

questions addressed to the Consultant deposited in this office, but he is not seen any concrete 

matrix presented here today with respective questions. Is there any possibility that you prepare 

this matrix and send it to all participants or interested parties via e-mail? 

 

Mr. Filauro said that he will answer all those questions that are straightforward related to the 

project, while the rest he will not reply.  

 

Mr. Eftimi took the floor, summarising the progress of the project from the first meeting of the 

last year until today, explaining all project stages and their implementation. He stressed that this 

project will guarantee a change in the situation within this year. He said that we should show 

interest for all problems concerning the project, emphasising the road and water and its impact. 

Mr. Eftimi concluded his word saying that the Hottest-spot in Albania will be transformed in a 

inhabited area.  

 

The floor was passed to Mr. Gavrosh Zela, Director of EIA in the MEFWA, saying that the EIA 

report that will be submitted in the MEFWA should contain all questions and answers prepared 

by experts and it is very important that local authorities find usage destination.  

 

The floor goes to an inhabitant of Porto Romano, who asked: 
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� As we have taken bricks from the former Chemical Factory to build houses, does this fact 

shows risk for us? 

 

Mr. Filauro said that this is not an easy question. In order to give an answer to this question, we 

first need to analyse the bricks. However, a good news in this case is that the contamination 

descends vertically, which implies that the cellars will be the most contaminated ones. If the 

walls are plastered, then the contamination will be more reduced.  

 

The floor goes to the inspector of the Durres Prefecture, who asked two questions: 

 

 

� What should be the distance for the families that live outside the contaminated area? 

� What should be the distance for the landfill and the bentonite wall? 

 

Mr. Filauro said that it is true that studies give a 3D picture of the situation, but after the 

excavations are completed, the remaining soil will not be dangerous and the emptied holes will 

be filled with clean soil.  

 

Mr. Shtama intervened saying that the project’s evaluation is very positive from all viewpoints 

and the legalisations will be carried out by following the law on the urban planning, meaning that 

this project will not legalise and determine what should be the distance for housing.  

 

Mr. Filauro added that the system will generate a distance from the encapsulation to the inhabited 

places.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


