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World Bank’s new strategy  
for India set to boost support 
for low-income states                        

India stands at an unprecedented moment in its history. In the six and 

half decades since independence, the country has brought about 

a landmark agricultural revolution that has transformed the nation 

from chronic dependence on food imports into a global agricultural 

powerhouse. Life expectancy has more than doubled, literacy rates have 

quadrupled, health conditions have improved, and a sizeable middle 

class has emerged. 

The country is in the midst of an enormous wave of urbanization. Urban 

centers are growing exponentially. This unparalleled movement of the 

population calls for massive investments in the creation of jobs, housing, 

and infrastructure to meet the people’s soaring aspirations. 

Country Partnership Strategy: 2013-2017
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The historic changes unfolding have placed 

the country at a unique juncture. India now has 

the opportunity to “bend the arc of history” 

by lifting its remaining 400 million poor people 

out of poverty, and ensuring that the sizeable 

numbers who have recently escaped poverty 

are no longer vulnerable to falling back. 

In keeping with recent changes, the World 

Bank Group’s new Country Partnership 

Strategy (CPS), the framework for the 

World Bank’s work in the country over the 

period 2013-2017, will support the country 

lay the foundations for achieving its longer-

term vision of “faster, sustainable and more 

inclusive growth.”

A key feature of the new strategy is the 

significant shift in support toward low-income 

and special category states, where many of 

India’s poor and disadvantaged live. This is 

also the institution’s first country strategy to 

set specific goals for reducing poverty and 

increasing prosperity for the poorest people.

The new strategy proposes a lending 

program of $3 billion to $5 billion each year 

over the next four years. Sixty percent of the 

financing will go to state government-backed 

projects. Half of this, or 30 percent of total 

lending, will go to low-income or special 

category states, up from 18 percent of 

lending under the previous strategy.

The strategy outlines a scenario in which 

India improves the inclusiveness of the 

economic growth to that achieved by its best-

performing states. This would cut poverty to 

5.5 percent of the population by 2030 from 

29.8 percent in 2010 and increase the share 

of people living above the threshold where 

they are at risk of falling back into poverty to 

41.3 percent from 19.1 percent. If India were 

to grow as it did from 2005 to 2010 without 

making that growth more inclusive, poverty 

would fall to only 12.3 percent while 33.6 

percent would remain above the vulnerability 

threshold by 2030.

“India’s seven low-income states, with 60 

percent of India’s poor, are now growing 

faster than the average, and so investments 

there have the potential for greater impact. 

In our 60 years of working with India, the 

country has made great strides in overcoming 

poverty, and we are excited that India is the 

first country strategy to have these goals 

to reduce poverty and increase shared 

prosperity. We hope these goals will stretch 

us and our partners to make even greater 

efforts to help India’s 1.2 billion citizens enjoy 

a better future,” said Onno Ruhl, World Bank 

country director in India.  

Guided by the priorities of the government 

of India’s Twelfth Five-Year Plan, the strategy 

sees sustaining high economic growth as 
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critical to lifting millions out of poverty in a 

country that has the largest number of poor 

people in the world. Infrastructure needs 

are massive; urban centers are growing 

exponentially, with cities adding at least 

an additional 10 million urban dwellers 

each year; and social programs need to be 

strengthened to generate inclusive growth.

In the next five years the CPS will focus on 

three key areas: integration, transformation, 

and inclusion. A common theme across 

these areas will be improved governance, 

environmental sustainability, and gender 

equality.

l Integration: Clearly, India’s massive 

infrastructure needs cannot be addressed 

through public investments alone. The 

strategy will accordingly focus on improving 

both public and private investments in 

infrastructure. For instance, the power sector, 

vital for economic growth, will need to build 

greater capacity and improve the reliability of 

generation, transmission and distribution. A 

vibrant manufacturing sector – especially small 

and medium size enterprises that are critical 

for the creation of jobs – will require the reform 

of labor laws, and improved access to land 

and finance. Better integration would result in 

more-balanced growth among Indian states, 

helping low-income states converge more 

quickly with their faster-growing neighbors. 

l Transformation: By 2031, it is projected 

that 600 million people will live in India’s 

cities. Well-managed urbanization can bring 

innumerable benefits; the strategy will focus 

on supporting the efforts of national, state, 

and city governments to improve the livability 

of urban areas, especially secondary cities, 

while at the same time working toward higher 

agricultural productivity. 

l Inclusion: Economic integration and 

rural-urban transformation can benefit a 

large share of India’s population only if there 

is a stronger focus on human development 

and on policies that help make growth 

inclusive. The World Bank Group will support 

the central and state governments in 

strengthening the nutrition policy as well as 

systems and capacities to improve nutrition. 

It will support government efforts to improve 

education mainly at the secondary and 

tertiary levels, with a more pronounced focus 

on quality across all levels of education. 

Special focus will be placed on ensuring 

access to education for underprivileged 

children, retaining girls in secondary 

education, and opening opportunities in 

higher education. It will also work to improve 

access to finance and to enhance social 

protection coverage for the more than 90% 

of the labor force that works in the informal 

sector. 
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New Analysis on Extreme Poverty

The number of people living on less than 

$1.25 per day has decreased dramatically 

in the past three decades, from half the 

citizens in the developing world in 1981 to 

21 percent in 2010, despite a 59 percent 

increase in the developing world population. 

However, a new analysis of extreme poverty 

released today by the World Bank shows 

that there are still 1.2 billion people living 

in extreme poverty, and despite recent 

impressive progress, Sub-Saharan Africa 

still accounts for more than one-third of the 

world’s extreme poor.

“We have made remarkable progress in 

reducing the number of people living under 

$1.25 a day in the developing world, but the 

fact that there are still 1.2 billion people in 

extreme poverty is a stain on our collective 

conscience,” said World Bank Group 

President Jim Yong Kim. “This figure should 

serve as a rallying cry to the international 

Remarkable declines in global poverty, 
but major challenges remain
India accounts for one-third of the world’s extreme poor

community to take the fight against poverty 

to the next level. Our analysis and our advice 

can help guide the way toward ending 

extreme poverty by 2030, by showing where 

the poor live and where poverty is deepest.”

The note, “The State of the Poor: Where 

are the Poor and Where are the Poorest?,” 

using data released in the latest World 

Development Indicators, shows that extreme 

poverty headcount rates have fallen in every 

developing region between 1981 and 2010. 

And both Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) and 

Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) seem 

to have turned a corner entering the new 

millennium. After steadily increasing from 

51 percent in 1981 to 58 percent in 1999, 

the extreme poverty rate fell 10 percentage 

points in SSA between 1999 and 2010 and 

is now at 48 percent – an impressive 17 

percent decline in one decade. In LAC, after 

remaining stable at approximately 12 percent 



The World Bank in India • May 2013 5

for the last two decades of the 20th century, 

extreme poverty was cut in half between 

1999 and 2010 and is now at 6 percent.

However, despite its falling poverty rates, 

Sub-Saharan Africa is the only region in 

the world for which the number of poor 

individuals has risen steadily and dramatically 

between 1981 and 2010. There are more than 

twice as many extremely poor people living in 

SSA today (414 million) than there were three 

decades ago (205 million). As a result, while 

the extreme poor in SSA represented only 11 

percent of the world’s total in 1981, they now 

account for more than a third of the world’s 

extreme poor. India contributes another 

third (up from 22 percent in 1981) and China 

comes next, contributing 13 percent (down 

from 43 percent in 1981).

Incomes rise and poverty gap 
narrows in most regions

The note finds that the average income of 

the extremely poor in the developing world 

has been rising and steadily converging to 

the $1.25 per day poverty line. In 2010, the 

average income of the extremely poor in the 

developing world was 87 cents per capita 

per day, up from 74 cents in 1981 (in 2005 

Purchasing Power Parity dollars).

(Change background colour as needed)

This increase in incomes of the extreme poor 

is unfortunately not seen in Sub-Saharan 

Africa. Between 1981 and 2010, the average 

income of the extremely poor has remained 

essentially flat at approximately half of the 

$1.25 line in that region.

In addition, the note finds that globally, as of 

2010, the aggregate global extreme poverty 

gap was $169 billion in 2005 PPP terms, 

which represents approximately 0.25 percent 

of global GDP. This is less than half the gap 

in 1981 ($362 billion). It is important to note 

that extreme poverty gap is the conceptual 

amount of direct additional income an 

average extremely poor person would need 

to get to $1.25 per day and is not indicative 

of the level of assistance required to close the 

gap.

“We have made strides in cutting down 

poverty, but with nearly one-fifth of the world 

population still below the poverty line, not 

enough,” said Kaushik Basu, World Bank 

Senior Vice President and Chief Economist, 

“Directing investment towards the poor 

will require coordinated effort by the Bank, 

our country partners, and the international 

development community; and will, let’s face 

it, entail sacrifice on the part of those who are 

fortunate enough to be better off.” 
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It looked like an ordinary little drugstore. 

A reasonable supply of medication on the 

right, and man behind a small desk in the 

middle.

But what was on the desk was not ordinary: 

a netbook laptop and a fingerprint scanner. 

And on the left were boxes, all the same 

medication, with names written on them. “Try 

it,” Neema said. “Scan your finger.” I did and 

the screen turned yellow. “You have never 

been here yet” said Neema, “I cannot give 

you any medication.”  

I was in a poor neighborhood, some would 

Latest from the Blogworld

say slum, near Okhla in Delhi. Neema  is the 

agent for Operation Asha. She serves two 

little drugstores and a total of 12 patients and 

makes a decent living doing so. Almost 90 

percent of her patients will be cured and will 

not develop drug resistant TB. Yes, Operation 

Asha does TB. It specializes in identifying 

TB patients and delivering the government-

sponsored free drugs to them until they are 

cured. And yes, it uses advanced technology, 

both to monitor the patients and to 

incentivize workers like Neema. Its success 

rate is almost 90 percent and it is 19 times 

cheaper than its nearest competitor in India! 

The last mile, at last?

6
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problems as well? 90% efficiency and 19 

times cheaper? It would be incredible!

For those of you who don’t know, Asha 

means hope. Hope for millions of TB patients. 

But to me it can be even more: hope for 

millions of others who need services, all 

over the world. Our last miles must become 

cheaper and more efficient. Asha’s results in 

applying the science of delivery give rise to 

real hope that this can happen.

By Onno Ruhl, Country Director in India, 

World Bank

Photographs courtesy: Martje van der Heide

http://www.opasha.org/our-work/tb-

treatment/

The screen on the computer could also have 

turned green, to give me the medication, 

or red, if I had missed a dose. And if red, it 

would have sent me an SMS to remind me.

Operation Asha’s office is pleasant but small 

and in an inexpensive location.  

What Operation Asha does is literally to 

deliver the elusive “last mile” in service 

delivery. The mile that lies in between well-

intended government programs and results 

on the ground. And they do it with relentless 

focus and incredible efficiency. What if we 

could develop Operations Asha for other 

7
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It looks nothing like your typical international 

NGO’s office, let alone like the offices of 

international organizations like the World Bank 

and the United Nations. The office is full of 

young people, all of whom seem to feel that 

they are better off than before they had the 

job. Highly motivated and smart. The place 

packs a training room, an IT center and the 

administrative office in as little space as a 

single meeting room in my own office. 

And Operation Asha now works in eight states 

in India, plus Cambodia and Uganda. Oh yes, 

and nobody from Operation Asha has yet  

been to Uganda. The assistance is all virtual.

I was fascinated: If this could be rolled out 

everywhere where there is TB, we could stop 

multi-drug-resistant TB and save so many lives! 
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This is a short summary of the Implementation Completion Report (ICR) of a recently- 
closed World Bank project. The full text of the ICR is available on the Bank’s website.  

To access this document, go to www.worldbank.org/reference/ and then opt for the Documents  
& Reports section.

Chhattisgarh District Rural Poverty Project

ICR Update

Chhattisgarh District Rural Poverty 
Project

Approval Date: 24 April 2003

Closing Date: 31 March 2010

Total Project Cost: US$M 67.25

Bank Financing: US$M 57.59

Implementing Agency: Government of  
Chhattisgarh

Outcome: Moderately  
Unsatisfactory

Risk to Development 
Outcome:

Substantial

Overall Bank 
Performance:

Moderately  
Satisfactory

Overall Borrower 
Performance:

Moderately  
Satisfactory

Context

During the preparation of the Chhattisgarh 

District Rural Poverty Project, Chhattisgarh 

was declared a new State, with some 

83 percent of the population engaged in 

agriculture and allied sectors. About 43 

percent of the population lived below the 

poverty line (BPL), of whom nearly three-

fifths were Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled 

Castes. Insurgent movements were active, 

particularly in the heavily tribal northern and 

southern regions. Hence, strengthening the 

productive capacity, incomes and well-being 

of rural households, addressing sources 

of conflict, and creating and strengthening 

the institutional architecture necessary 

to administer the State were among the 

highest priorities of the new government of 

Chhattisgarh.

The Chhattisgarh District Rural Poverty 

Project was intended to improve the incomes, 

well-being and empowerment of the rural 

poor by helping them form common interest 
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groups (CIGs), strengthen the capacity of 

local Gram Panchayat (GPs)  in participatory 

planning and efficient implementation of 

small pro-poor investments.

Project Development Objectives

The objective was to improve opportunities 

for the poor and vulnerable, especially 

women and tribals, to meet their own social 

and economic development objectives. To 

achieve this, the Project would: 

(i) create infrastructure and income 

opportunities for the rural poor; 

(ii)  empower active groups of disadvantaged  

people; and 

(iii)  support village governments in becoming 

more responsive and effective in assisting 

them.

Main beneficiaries

The Project was to provide direct benefits 

to about 150,000 rural families (750,000 

people), from among the most socially and 

economically disadvantaged population in 

2,000 villages.

Project Components

The project consisted of the following 

components:

●  Institutional and Human Capacity 

Building through: 

 m formation and strengthening of 

organizations to build the capacity of 

NGOs and Project Facilitation Teams 

(PFTs) in supporting CIGs; 

 m communications and information; 

 m human resource development for 

project stakeholders, 

 m strengthening of Panchayats; 

 m monitoring and learning and special 

studies; and 

 m Project administration.

●  Community Investments including: 

 m matching grants for community 

investment sub-projects to finance 

collective income-generating activities; 

 m matching grants for Panchayat plans 

to finance investment sub-projects in 

village infrastructure; 
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 m village funds financed by community 

contributions and to support 

operation and maintenance of village 

infrastructure, and further village 

development beyond the life of the 

Project; and 

 m an innovations fund to provide small 

grants for demonstration sub-projects.

Achievements

In village interviews and beneficiary 

workshops, the increase in incomes of 

Community Interest Group (CIG) members 

was invariably cited as the most important 

Project achievement. The Economic and 

Financial Analysis (EFA), based on a sample 

of 150 CIGs, found an average increase of 

about 54 percent per household in real terms 

compared with pre-project income levels. 

In a large number of cases the CIG activities 

had reduced the need for members and their 

employees to work away from their own 

villages and to seek off-farm or agricultural 

wage labor. In many cases non-farm CIG 

activities replaced work previously undertaken 

in nearby cities, and changed beneficiaries 

Impact

In its later stages, the Project 

supported several important 

unplanned innovations:

● The Project promoted the 

development of federations of  

CIGs in pro-poor sectors with 

economic potential, to strengthen 

sustainability and access to markets 

and credit. Eight activity-based 

federations were in their early stages 

of formation by end of the Project, 

covering about 900 CIGs (in piggery, 

non-timber forest produce, dairy, 

fisheries, agriculture, and tailoring).

●  The Project promoted and 

piloted adoption of the System 

of Rice Intensification (SRI) with 

CIG beneficiaries. Since 2008, it 

supported training of farmers, in 

conjunction with the Indira Gandhi 

Agriculture University, developing 

farmers as master trainers to scale 

up the innovation. This experience 

demonstrated the feasibility of 

reduced fertilizer, water pesticide and 

labor requirements while increasing 

yields, which in turn has led to its 

enthusiastic adoption by neighboring 

farmers.

●  The Project also piloted the adoption 

of Sustainable Agricultural Practices 

among women farmers in tribal 

villages, using technical assistance 

from an experienced institution 

based in Andhra Pradesh.

●  The Project piloted a Non Timber 

Forest Produce (NTFP) Federation, 

run exclusively by women collectors 

to support female entrepreneurship 

in a sector that is traditionally the 

domain of tribal women.

●  The Project supported the training 

and job placement for rural youths 

(2,284) from poor (BPL) households. 

10
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from unemployment/wage workers to self-

employed. The Project Impact Evaluation 

also showed greater non-farm and self-

employment in Project villages compared to 

control villages. However, it was unable to 

determine overall changes in migration per se. 

Communities were quite involved in selecting, 

planning, and verifying their sub-projects 

through Gram Sabha meetings. These 

investments to a large extent, improved 

their livelihoods, indicating they selected 

appropriate activities. Some CIG women 

leaders contested, and won Panchayat 

elections too. Members, including women, 

STs and SCs, noted that they had increased 

their interactions with Gram Panchayats and 

outside agencies due to their activities under 

the CIG, and that Project activities made 

them more exposed to Gram Sabha and 

Gram Panchayat functioning, their activities 

and responsibilities. 

Despite a slow start, the Project benefitted 

111,728 families, and Panchayat infrastructure 

subprojects benefitted 104,000 families, for 

a total of 215,728. However, as there was 

some overlap (households benefitting both 

from CIG and Gram Panchayat sub-projects), 

and a small number of sub-projects did not 

provide benefits, this completion report simply 

concludes (conservatively) that the number of 

households benefitted exceeded the target.

Lessons Learnt

● A focused and participatory livelihoods 

approach through organized beneficiary 

groups can provide quick and tangible 

income results and improve well-being 

of poor rural households, and as a result 

contribute to their improved status in the 

community. There needs to be a strong 

technical support, especially in the case 

of marginalized groups who are exploring 

new livelihoods strategies.

● A focus at the village level is also 

advisable for a CIG-based model. A 

village-level organization would allow for 

more effective social accountability and 

monitoring mechanisms, for instance 

by transferring the responsibility for 

certification of use of funds from the project 

team to the village and the development 

of Village Development Plans that are truly 

participatory and inclusive. Institutional 

linkages between village organizations and 

Gram Panchayats would ensure appropriate 

coordination and be mutually beneficial.

● The length of a project needs to be long 

enough to allow for proper sequencing of 

activities – first participatory identification 

and mobilization of the poor and formation 

of the institutions of the poor (which 

other projects have shown to require at 

least six months, and at least 9 months 

among tribals), then asset creation and 

aggregation through federations – and 

then for innovations and building of local 

capacities.

● Direct control of funds, and a demand-

driven process for investment decisions 

by beneficiaries, is critical for the 

empowerment of the poor. However for 

sustaining and developing such livelihoods 

it is important that funding support is 

matched by very good technical advice.

● Targeting needs a structured, locally 

appropriate and participatory approach 

to wealth ranking. Social accountability 

mechanisms need to be introduced at the 

community level, to ensure compliance 

through self-monitoring and peer pressure.

● A revolving fund mechanism is essential 

to maintain community based financing 

support, to build credit discipline and make 

groups creditworthy to access Bank loans.

● Aggregation through federation building 

is critical for maintaining support to CIGs 

in terms of marketing, technical advice 

and linkage to financial services.

● Community contributions are important 

for promoting ownership, but there 

needs to be flexibility in implementation, 

especially in the early stages. Clear rules 

must be developed, consistently followed, 

and regularly reviewed to ensure they are 

contributing to project effectiveness and 

objectives.

● Local monitoring at the village level, 

involving community members selected 

by the beneficiaries themselves, is 

critical to ensuring progress and 

transparency of activities. This needs to 

be formalized in the project processes, 

and supplemented by a range of feedback 

mechanisms. 

11
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Country Partnership Strategy for the period FY13-

FY17 

By The World Bank 

Available: On-line 

English; 163 pages 

April, 2013 

Report No.: 76176

The overarching objective of the World Bank Group’s 

Country Partnership Strategy (CPS) for the period 

FY2013-17 is to support poverty reduction and shared 

prosperity in India. That objective is closely aligned with 

the vision for development outlined in the country’s 

12th Five-Year Plan (FY2013-17), which calls for ‘faster, 

sustainable, and more inclusive growth’ focusing on 

poverty reduction, group equality, regional balance, 

empowerment, environmental management, and 

employment. It foresees annual GDP growth of 8.2 

percent, with all states growing faster than they did 

under the Eleventh Plan. It envisions a reduction of 

the poverty rate by 10 percentage points, building on 

the generation of 50 million new work opportunities 

in the non-farm sector and an increase in the average 

schooling of the population to seven years. The plan 

also targets the elimination of gender and social gaps in 

schooling, a decline in the infant mortality, and a gradual 

improvement of the ratio of girls to boys.

Urbanization beyond Municipal Boundaries: 

Nurturing Metropolitan Economies and Connecting 

Peri-Urban Areas in India

By the World Bank 

Price: $25.95 

Available: On-line 

Directions in Development - Countries and Regions 

English; Paperback; 122 pages 

Published March, 2013 by World Bank 

Report No.: 75734 

ISBN: 978-0-8213-9840-1 

SKU: 19840

Incisive analysis of the patterns of India’s urbanization 

Publications may be consulted and copies  

of unpriced items obtained from:
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Food prices, wages, and welfare in rural India 

By Hanan G. Jacoby

This paper considers the welfare and distributional 

consequences of higher relative food prices in rural 

India through the lens of a specific-factors, general 

equilibrium, trade model applied at the district level.  

The evidence shows that nominal wages for manual 

labor both within and outside agriculture respond 

elastically to increases in producer prices; that is, 

wages rose faster in rural districts growing more of 

those crops with large price run-ups over 2004-09. 

Accounting for such wage gains, the analysis finds that 

rural households across the income spectrum benefit 

from higher agricultural commodity prices. Indeed, rural 

wage adjustment appears to play a much greater role 

in protecting the welfare of the poor than the Public 

Distribution System, India’s giant food-rationing scheme. 

Moreover, policies, like agricultural export bans, 

which insulate producers (as well as consumers) from 

international price increases, are particularly harmful to 

the poor of rural India.

WPS6409 

Subnational fiscal policy in large developing 

countries: Some lessons from the 2008-09 crisis for 

Brazil, China and India 

By Shahrokh Fardoust and V.J. Ravishankar

the effectiveness of early warning dissemination systems 

and communication, improving access and evacuation 

and in better locating infrastructure.

Linking Service Delivery Processes and Outcomes in 

Rural Sanitation: Findings from 56 Districts in India

Available: On-line 

English; Paperback; 122 pages 

Published Feb, 2013 by World Bank 

Report No.: 76324

This report finds that when higher quality of service 

delivery processes are adopted at the district level, it is 

more likely that households will sustain behaviors linked 

to toilet usage and safe disposal of child feces.

To assess quality of service delivery processes, 

the steps taken by district governments to achieve 

outcomes in rural sanitation are categorized into nine 

processes and grouped into three thematic components 

– Catalyzing, Implementing, and Sustaining.

This report distills the findings on quality of service 

delivery processes and outcomes in 56 districts to 

identify priorities for reform.

using geo-referenced data from various rounds of 

the population and economic census highlights rapid 

suburbanization of people and firms around the 

country’s largest metropolitan areas. However, the 

move to the suburbs is accelerated by land and housing 

shortages in metropolitan cores, coupled with high 

transport costs between the metropolitan core and its 

periphery, and much worse infrastructure access and 

quality for water, electricity, and sanitation in the urban 

periphery.

Land policy, infrastructure services, and connectivity 

can help India reap dividends from improved spatial 

equity and greater economic efficiency that come with 

urbanization.

Promoting Women’s Economic Participation in India

By Ejaz Ghani, William Kerr and Stephen D.O’ Connell 

Available: On-line 

English; Paperback; 122 pages 

Published Feb, 2013 by World Bank 

Report No.: 75524

Despite rapid economic growth, gender disparities in 

women’s economic participation have remained deep 

and persistent in India. What explains these gender 

disparities? Is it poor infrastructure, limited education, 

or the composition of the labor force and industries? 

Or is it deficiencies in social and business networks 

and a low share of incumbent female entrepreneurs? 

This note analyzes the spatial determinants of female 

entrepreneurship in India in the manufacturing and 

services sectors. It finds that good infrastructure 

and education predict higher female entry shares. 

Gender networks also influence women’s economic 

participation, as strong agglomeration economies exist 

in both manufacturing and services.

National Cyclone Risk Mitigation Project for Orissa: 

Application of GIS for Cyclone Risk Mitigation 

Infrastructure

Available: On-line 

English; Paperback; 122 pages 

Published Feb, 2013 by World Bank 

Report No.: 76324

India is highly vulnerable to natural hazards, particularly 

earthquakes, flood, drought, cyclone and landslides.  

The coastal districts of Odisha are prone to frequent 

cyclonic storms and concurrent flood hazards. India in 

the last decade has made significant strides in moving 

from reactive emergency response to being proactive 

and implementing disaster preparedness and risk 

reduction initiatives. The use of Geographic Information 

System (GIS) based mapping is playing a major role in 

achieving the objectives of the National Cyclone Risk 

Mitigation Project (NCRMP). It is helping in enhancing 
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World Development Indicators 2013

By World Bank 

Price: $25.00 

World Development 

Indicators 

English; Paperback;  

144 pages 

Published April, 2013 by 

World Bank 

ISBN: 978-0-8213-9824-1 

SKU: 19824  

World Development Indicators (WDI) is an annual 

compilation of data about development. Compiled from 

officially-recognized international sources, WDI presents 

the most current and accurate global development 

data available, including national, regional and global 

estimates.

Global Monitoring Report 2013: Rural-Urban 

Dynamics and the Millennium Development Goals

By World Bank and 

International Monetary Fund 

Global Monitoring Report 

2013 

Price: $35.00; English; 

Paperback; 192 pages 

Published May, 2013  

by World Bank 

ISBN: 978-0-8213-9806-7 

SKU: 19806

In response to the Great Recession of 2008, many 

national governments implemented fiscal stimuli 

packages in 2009 and 2010 to prevent further 

declines in aggregate demand and to jump start their 

economic recovery. Where subnational governments 

responded with fiscal contraction, as in the United 

States, the impact was muted; where states/provinces 

also expanded expenditures, as in China and India, 

the impact was magnified. Increases in recurrent 

expenditure, which were made in Brazil and India, acted 

as short-term stimulants; additional public investment, 

as in China, appears to have had a more lasting impact 

on growth. 

Large developing countries typically exhibit high 

interregional inequality in levels of development and 

global integration, resulting in differential magnitude and 

timing of the crisis impact. For example, coastal states 

in India were affected more severely and quickly than 

landlocked states; revenue moved in opposite directions 

in the two types of state in 2009.

WPS 6403 

Diasporas and outsourcing: Evidence from oDesk 

and India 

By Ejaz Ghani, William R. Kerr and Christopher Stanton

This paper examines the role of the Indian diaspora 

in the outsourcing of work to India. The data are 

taken from oDesk, the world’s largest online platform 

for outsourced contracts. Despite oDesk minimizing 

many of the frictions that diaspora connections have 

traditionally overcome, diaspora connections still matter 

on oDesk, with ethnic Indians substantially more likely 

to choose a worker in India. The paper further examines 

wage and performance outcomes of outsourcing as a 

function of ethnic connections.

WPS6401 

The financing and growth of firms in China and India: 

Evidence from capital markets 

By Tatiana Didier and Sergio L. Schmukler

This paper studies the extent to which firms in China 

and India use capital markets to obtain financing 

and grow. Using a unique data set on domestic 

and international capital raising activity and firm 

performance, it finds that the expansion of financial 

market activity since the 1990s has been more limited 

than what the aggregate figures suggest. Relatively  

few firms raise capital. 

Moreover, firms that issue equity or bonds are different 

and behave differently from other publicly listed firms. 

The distribution of issuing firms shifts more over 

time than the distribution of those that do not issue, 

suggesting little convergence in firm size among listed 

firms.

WPS6399 

Measuring the effect of a community-level program 

on women’s empowerment outcomes: Evidence from 

India 

By Eeshani Kandpal, Kathy Baylis and Mary Arends-

Kuenning

This paper uses primary data from rural north India 

to show that participation in a community-level 

female empowerment program significantly increases 

access to employment, physical mobility, and political 

participation. The program provides support groups, 

literacy camps, adult education classes, and vocational 

training for rural women in several states of India. The 

paper uses instrumental variables and truncation-

corrected matching on primary data to disentangle the 

program’s mechanisms, separately considering its effect 

on women who work, and those who do not work but 

whose reservation wage is increased by participation. 

The analysis also finds significant spillover effects on 

non-participants relative to women in untreated districts. 

It finds consistent estimates for average treatment and 

intent to treat effects.

Other Publications
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Integrating Human Rights into Development: Donor 

Approaches, Experiences, and Challenges 

2nd Edition

By OECD and World Bank 

Price: $34.95 

Available: On-line 

English; Paperback;  

308 pages 

Published March, 2013  

by World Bank 

ISBN: 978-0-8213-9621-6 

SKU: 19621

The past two decades have 

witnessed a convergence 

between human rights and development, particularly at 

the level of international political statements and policy 

commitments.

This book consolidates the research and findings 

complied in 2006 with relevant developments that have 

occurred in the intervening six years. It brings together 

the key political and policy statements of recent years 

with a discussion of the approaches and experiences of 

bilateral and multilateral agencies engaged in integrating 

human rights in their development cooperation activities 

in a variety of ways.

The New Microfinance Handbook: A Financial Market 

System Perspective

Edited by Joanna 

Ledgerwood 

Price: $49.95 

English; Paperback;  

530 pages 

Published February, 2013  

by World Bank 

ISBN: 978-0-8213-8927-0 

SKU: 18927

The book explores 

examines client needs (demand), products and providers 

(supply), and the support systems required to increase 

financial access to the poor with a focus on operational 

support, rules and regulations, infrastructure and 

delivery channels, information, and funding.

The objective is to provide a strategic guide to help 

assess the financial service needs of the poor and to 

determine how a diversified financial sector can address 

these needs.

Atlas of Global Development: A Visual Guide to the 

World’s Greatest Challenges

4th Edition 

By World Bank 

Price: $29.95 

The 2013 Global Monitoring Report (GMR) marks 

the tenth edition of the GMR since the inception of 

the report in 2004. The GMR continues to provide an 

annual assessment of progress towards the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs). This assessment allows 

the World Bank and the IMF together with the larger 

international development community to reinforce 

accountabilities among developing and developed 

countries and institutional partners.

The theme of this year’s report, rural urban dynamics, 

is highly relevant for assessing progress within the 

current MDG framework, but it also has the potential to 

inform discussions about the post-2015 development 

framework. Urbanization matters for the MDGs in 

several ways. 

Two main channels by which the MDGs are impacted 

are through the benefits of agglomeration, as cities 

have the potential to generate higher living standards 

for all their residents (not just migrants), and through the 

benefits of scale economies, as basic public services 

can be provided at lower unit cost in urban areas. 

Overall, urbanization can play a positive role in reaching 

both the income and service delivery MDGs if these 

potential benefits of agglomeration and scale economies 

are realized.

Until Debt Do Us Part: Subnational Debt, Insolvency, 

and Markets

Edited by Otaviano Canuto 

and Lili Liu 

Price: $49.95 

Available: on-line 

English; Paperback;  

648 pages 

Published February, 2013  

by World Bank 

ISBN: 978-0-8213-9766-4 

SKU: 19766

With decentralization and 

urbanization, the debts of state and local governments 

and of quasi-public agencies have grown in importance. 

Rapid urbanization in developing countries requires 

large-scale infrastructure financing to help absorb 

influxes of rural populations. Borrowing enables state 

and local governments to capture the benefits of 

major capital investments immediately and to finance 

infrastructure more equitably across multiple generations 

of service users.

With debt comes the risk of insolvency. The book brings 

together the reform experiences of emerging economies 

and developed countries. It examines the interaction of 

markets, regulators, subnational borrowers, creditors, 

national governments, taxpayers, ex-ante rules, and 

ex-post insolvency systems in the quest for subnational 

fiscal discipline.
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challenges posed by an ageing and shrinking workforce, 

rising inequality, environmental stresses, and external 

imbalances.

China’s Pension System: A Vision

By Mark C. Dorfman, Robert 

Holzmann, Philip O’Keefe, 

Dewen Wang, Yvonne Sin 

and Richard Hinz 

Price: $34.95 

Available: on-line; English; 

Paperback; 262 pages 

Published March, 2013  

by World Bank 

ISBN: 978-0-8213-9540-0 

SKU: 19540

This report has developed a medium term vision for 

strengthening old age income protection in China that 

could be realized by 2040.

Investing in Communities Achieves Results: Findings 

from an Evaluation of Community Responses to HIV 

and AIDS

By Rosalia Rodriguez-

Garcia, Rene Bonnel, David 

Wilson and N’Della N’Jie 

Price: $25.95 

Available: On-line 

English; Paperback;  

144 pages 

Published January, 2013  

by World Bank 

ISBN: 978-0-8213-9741-1 

SKU: 19741

While communities, in spite of their limited resources, 

have played a key role in the HIV/AIDS response, their 

contributions and innovative approaches to prevention, 

treatment, care, and support have not always been the 

focus of systematic and rigorous evaluations. To address 

this deficit, a series of studies-including evaluations in 

Burkina Faso, India, Kenya, Lesotho, Nigeria, Senegal, 

South Africa, and Zimbabwe were undertaken over a 

three-year period (early 2009 to early 2012), helping 

to build a robust pool of evidence on the effects of 

community-based activities and programs.

A unique feature of this multi-country evaluation was the 

collaboration between two international organizations 

(the World Bank and the United Kingdom’s Department 

for International Development) and a major civil society 

network (the U.K. Consortium on AIDS and International 

Development). Other attributes that contributed to the 

successful outcome were the sustained consultation 

process with civil society and stakeholders at the local, 

national, and global levels, and the collaboration among 

high-caliber, multi-disciplinary researcher teams.

English; Paperback;  

144 pages 

Published April, 2013  

by World Bank 

ISBN: 978-0-8213-9757-2 

SKU: 19757

Based upon data from 

the World Bank’s World 

Development Indicators,  

this volume provides 

information on critical global topics.

In addition, the Atlas includes detailed information 

about targets for the Millennium Development Goals; 

definitions, sources, notes, and abbreviations of 

commonly used terms; country comparisons for key 

development indicators; and a selection of related web 

links for each map spread.

Building Urban Resilience: Principles, Tools, and 

Practice

Edited by Abhas K. Jha, Todd W. Miner and Zuzana 

Stanton-Geddes 

Price: $25.00 

Available: On-line; English; Paperback; 206 pages 

Published March, 2013 by World Bank 

ISBN: 978-0-8213-8865-5 

SKU: 18865

This report guides readers in finding ways to avoid the 

mistakes of the past and build resilience into urban 

development through critical investments and flexible 

risk management measures that stretch across sectors 

and jurisdictions all the way to communities and the 

most vulnerable.

China 2030: Building a Modern, Harmonious, and 

Creative Society

By Development Research 

Center of the State Council 

and World Bank 

Price: $39.95 

Available: On-line; English; 

Paperback; 480 pages 

Published March, 2013  

by World Bank 

ISBN: 978-0-8213-9545-5 

SKU: 19545

China 2030 lays out the case for a new development 

strategy for China to rebalance the role of government 

and market, private sector and society to reach the goal 

of becoming a-high income country by 2030.

The report recommends steps to deal with the  risks 

facing China over the next 20 years, including the 

risk of a hard landing in the short term, as well as 
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However, much smaller funding is reaching organizations 

at local level. The report documents the impact achieved 

by this funding.

The report argues that improving coordination with 

national programs, strengthening consistency between 

local activities and HIV epidemics, building stronger 

network of civil society organizations, and mobilizing 

sustainable funding are the most important ways for 

community responses.

World Bank Group Impact Evaluations: Relevance 
and Effectiveness

By World Bank 

Price: $25.95 

Available on-line 

English; Paperback;  

200 pages 

Published March, 2013  

by World Bank 

ISBN: 978-0-8213-9717-6 

SKU: 19717

Impact evaluation has 

grown more popular as 

a method for identifying the causal links between 

interventions and outcomes.

IEG makes five recommendations to strengthen the 

Bank Group’s impact evaluation efforts, revolving around 

consistency, coordination, quality standards,  

and ensuring operational relevance.

Balancing Act: Cutting Energy Subsidies while 
Protecting Affordability

By Caterina Ruggeri 

Laderchi, Anne Olivier  

and Chris Trimble 

Price: $25.95 

English; Paperback;  

186 pages 

Published January, 2013  

by World Bank 

ISBN: 978-0-8213-9789-3 

SKU: 19789

This report suggests that a 

policy agenda that focuses on cutting subsidies to the 

energy sector, while investing in energy efficiency and 

supporting households at the bottom of the distribution, 

amounts to a new wave of policy reforms for the energy 

sector in transition countries. 

The feasibility of such an integrated policy agenda and 

the ability of these policies to balance the competing 

claims of fiscal responsibility and social concerns are 

explored through different policy scenarios, which, in 

their simplicity, help clarify the parameters of the policy 

choices many countries are facing.

The studies suggest that communities have produced 

significant results at the local level, which contribute to 

outcomes at the national level.

Operating and Planning Electricity Grids with 

Variable Renewable Generation: Review of Emerging 

Lessons from Selected Operational Experiences and 

Desktop Studies

By Marcelino Madrigal  

and Kevin Porter 

Price: $25.95 

Available: On-line 

English; Paperback;  

122 pages 

Published March, 2013  

by World Bank 

ISBN: 978-0-8213-9734-3 

SKU: 19734

The paper focuses on 

analyzing the impacts of variable renewable energy on 

the operation and planning of the power system (mostly, 

generation system). It is aimed at informing stakeholders 

in power utilities, regulatory bodies and other relevant 

audiences, on the fundamentals of technical challenges 

and approaches to operate electricity grids with 

renewable energy. It covers renewable energy as a 

whole, but in particular, focusses on wind and solar 

energy. It also presents three case studies of countries, 

including China, Gemany and Spain.

Funding Mechanisms for Civil Society: The 

Experience of the AIDS Response

By Rene Bonnel, Rosalia 

Rodriguez-Garcia, Jill Olivier, 

Quentin Wodon, Sam 

McPherson, Kevin Orr,  

and Julia Ross 

Price: $25.95 

Available: On-line; English; 

Paperback; 112 pages 

Published February, 2013  

by World Bank 

ISBN: 978-0-8213-9779-4 

SKU: 19779

This report pulls together evidence from several different 

sources (donor data bases, surveys of civil society 

organizations, country funding profiles) to determine, 

among other things, how funds are reaching civil 

society and community-based organizations, how these 

funds are being used, and the degree to which these 

organizations rely on other sources of funding. The 

analysis suggests that funding flows have increased 

dramatically for civil society organizations (CSOs), 

reaching at least $690 million per year on average during 

the period 2003-2009. 
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Paperback; 105 pages 

Published January, 2013  

by World Bank

This report reviews the 

World Bank’s use of its 

development policy lending 

instrument over the past 

three years. The objective of 

this exercise is to take stock 

of, and distill lessons from, 

the Banks experience with 

the use of DPOs. 

This report is a part of a series of 3 regional reports. 

The series includes Growing Green: The Economic 

Benefits of Climate Action in Europe and Central Asia, 

Balancing Act: Cutting Energy Subsidies and Protecting 

Affordability and Lessons Learned from Energy 

Efficiency Success Cases. 

2012 Development Policy Lending Retrospective: 

Results, Risks, and Reforms

By Maria Francisco 

Available: On-line; English;  

Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) 

Systems Strengthening and Nutrition Improvement 

Program (ISSNIP) Project: Restructuring

Date 13 Apr 2013

Project ID P121731

Report No. 76711 (Project Paper, 2 Vol.)

Partial Risk Sharing Facility in Energy Efficiency

Date 10 Apr 2013

Project ID P132620

Report No. PIDC597 (Project Information   

 Document – Concept Stage)

Second Kerala State Transport Project

Date 08 Apr 2013

Project ID P130339

Report No. ISDSA3058 (Integrated Safeguards  

 Data Sheet – Appraisal Stage)

 PIDA709 (Project Information   

 Document – Appraisal Stage)

Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Project for Low 

Income States

Date 01 Apr 2013

Project ID P132173

Report No. E4182 (Environmental Assessment)

 SR51 (Safeguards Diagnostic Review,  

 4 Vol.)

National AIDS Control Support Project

Date 28 March 2013

Project ID P130299

Report No. 67387 (Project Appraisal Document)

India Project Documents
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Second Elementary Education Project (SSA II)

Date 28 March 2013

Project ID P102547

Report No. ICR520 (Implementation Completion  

 and Results Report)

Third National HIV/AIDS Control Project

Date 26 March 2013

Project ID P078538

Report No. ICR2437 (Implementation Completion  

 and Results Report)

CTF support for NMEEE – Super Efficient Equipment 

Program

Date 25 March 2013

Project ID P129794

Report No. PIDA865 (Project Information   

 Document - Appraisal stage)

E-delivery of Public Services Development Policy 

Loan Project

Date 25 March 2013

Project ID P108258

Report No. ICR2541 (Implementation Completion  

 and Results Report)

Integrated Flood and Erosion Management in 

Northeast Region

Date 22 March 2013

Project ID P128421

Report No. ISDSC3071(Integrated Safeguards  

 Data Sheet – Concept Stage)

 PIDC811 (Project Information   

 Document – Concept stage)
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Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor - II

Date 21 March 2013

Project ID P131765

Report No. PIDC733 (Project Information   

 Document – Concept stage)

Himachal Pradesh Mid-Himalayan Watershed 

Development Project: Restructuring

Date 21 March 2013

Project ID P093720  

Report No. 74931 (Project Paper, 2 Vol.)

Additional Financing for the Tamil Nadu 

Empowerment and Poverty Reduction Vazhndhu 

Kattuvom Project

Date 18 March 2013

Project ID P107668

Report No. 76095 (Procurement Plan of the first  

 12 months)

Additional Financing for Tamil Nadu Health Systems 

Project

Date 16 March 2013

Project ID P075058, P118830  

Report No. 76091 (Procurement Plan)

 76096 (Procurement Plan)

Third Maharashtra Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 

Project

Date 14 March 2013

Project ID P126325

Report No. AC6357 (Integrated Safeguards Data  

 Sheet)

 PIDC200 (Project Information   

 Document – Concept stage)

 E4163 (Environmental Assessment

Second Hydrology Project

Date 14 March 2013

Project ID P084632

Report No. 76013 (Procurement Plan, 3 Vol.)

Second Technical Engineering Education Quality 

Improvement Project

Date 14 March 2013

Project ID P102549

Report No. 76025-76027, 75986 (Procurement  

 Plan, 3 Vol.)
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Second Tamil Nadu Road Sector Project

Date 13 March 2013

Project ID P143751 

Report No. PIDC728 (Project Information   

 Document - Concept stage)

Andhra Pradesh Community-Based Tank 

Management Project

Date 13 March 2013

Project ID P100789

Report No. 75996 (Procurement Plan)

Integrated Coastal Zone Management Project

Date 13 March 2013

Project ID P097985

Report No. 76261 (Procurement Plan)

Additional Financing for the Bihar Rural Livelihood 

Project

Date 11 March 2013

Project ID P130546

Report No. 75934 (Procurement Plan)

Bihar Rural Livelihood Development Project

Date 11 March 2013

Project ID P090764

Report No. 75935 (Procurement Plan)

Vocational Training Improvement Project

Date 11 March 2013

Project ID P099047

Report No. 75863, 75867 (Procurement Plan, 3 Vol.)

Tamil Nadu Irrigated Agriculture Modernization and 

Water Resources Management Project

Date 11 March 2013

Project ID P090768

Report No. 75936 (Procurement Plan, 3 Vol.)

 75864 (Procurement Plan, 9 Vol.)

 75891 (Procurement Plan, 7 Vol.)

 75893 (Procurement Plan, 15 Vol.)

First National Highways Interconnectivity 

Improvement Project

Date 11 March 2013

Project ID P121185

Report No. IPP623 (Indigenous Peoples Plan, 6 Vol.)

 RP1245 (Resettlement Plan, 2 Vol.)
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Understanding the Demand for Open Financial Data 

Submitted by Samuel Lee, co-authors: Felipe Estefan

Why worry about the demand for open data? 

When it comes to open data, much has been done 

around what we can publish, but much more 

can be done on identifying what others might need and 

want. Many open data initiatives have been started as 

supply-driven efforts seeking to increase transparency 

and leverage new information dissemination 

technologies – and that’s been a good way to start. 

However, being supply-driven is not the only way 

forward – a genuinely demand-driven approach 

would allow data providers to respond to, rather than 

anticipate, the data needs of users.

So what is the demand for open data? This is a 

simple question that is difficult to answer. Unearthing 

even elements of the answer would help to increase 

understanding, inform the continued practical growth 

of open data efforts and activities, and hopefully result 

in more relevant, accessible, and widely-used data. 

http://tinyurl.com/cf4y7bd

Fixing Fraud in Public-Private Projects 

Submitted by Leonard McCarthy

What’s a cash-tight government to do when it wants 

to modernize a hospital, build a railway, or expand 

the power grid to reach underserved areas? It might 

explore outside, private sources of financing – that’s 

where public-private partnerships (PPPs) come in. 

The acronym has a promising ring to it, yet going back 

to the 1970s, its impact has been mixed.  At their best, 

Tamil Nadu and Puducherry Coastal Disaster Risk 

Reduction Project

Date 01 March 2013

Project ID P143382

Report No. E4180 (Environmental Assessment,  

 2 Vol.)

Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Project for Low 

Income States

Date 01 March 2013

Project ID P132173

Report No. E4182 (Environmental Assessment,  

 10 Vol.)

 IPP629 (Indigenous Peoples Plan, 2 Vol.)

Assam State Roads Project

Date 01 March 2013

Project ID P096018

Report No. 75740 (Procurement Plan, 3 Vol.)

National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) 

Technical Assistance (TA) Project

Date 04 March 2013

Project ID P121515

Report No. 75766 (Procurement Plan)

Second Kerala Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 

Project

Date 04 March 2013

Project ID P121774

Report No. 75767 (Procurement Plan)

Rajasthan Rural Livelihoods Project

Date 04 March 2013

Project ID P102329

Report No. 75969 (Procurement Plan, 4 Vol.)
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PPPs can provide rapid injections of cash from private 

financiers, delivery of quality services, and overall cost-

effectiveness the public sector can’t achieve on its own.

But at their worst, PPPs can also drive up costs, 

under-deliver services, harm the public interest, and 

introduce new opportunities for fraud, collusion, and 

corruption. Our experience at the World Bank Integrity 

Vice Presidency is that because PPPs most often are 

geared toward providing essential public services in 

infrastructure, health and education, the integrity risks 

inherent in these sectors also transfer to PPPs.

On April 17, the Integrity Vice Presidency convened 

a public discussion on corruption in PPPs bringing 

together finance, energy, and fairness-monitoring 

perspectives. Looking at the landscape, in the last eight 

years, 134 developing countries have implemented 

PPPs in infrastructure, and in the last decade the World 

Bank has approved some $23 billion lending and risk 

guarantee operations in support of PPPs.

http://tinyurl.com/btav6pf
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South Asian women speak out 
on gender-based violence

South Asian women experts took part in a 

panel discussion on ending gender-based 

violence, bringing the issue to the fore at the 

Spring Meetings of the World Bank Group and 

International Monetary Fund.

Gender-based violence is a complex and 

multifaceted problem. The conference brought 

together a broad range of actors to match the 

complexity, inter-connectivity, scale and gravity 

of violence against women in South Asia and 

contributed to intensifying efforts to tackle 

this pervasive issue in the region. Conference 

participants included global and regional 

practitioners working in the area of gender-based 

violence, academics/experts and policy makers, 

and cultural/social leaders who can effect societal 

change and influence policy and practice.

http://tinyurl.com/br75bwz
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